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Quick and easy gadgets
help midwives test for
jaundice at home
Jaundice is one of the
main reasons why
newborns return to
hospital - but new
machines paid for by
Poppy’s Fund are helping
maternity teams tackle the
problem.
The Bilicare devices test
for jaundice through a clip
placed on the baby’s ear
which generates a
measurement.
These simple gadgets are
a quick and easy
alternative to traditional
methods. Thanks to your
support, we’ve funded
enough for the entire
community midwife team
to be able to monitor
babies with suspected
jaundice at home - which
means new mothers don’t
need to make repeat
journeys back to hospital.
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A bit about
Poppy’s Fund
Nothing can prepare
a parent for the
heart-breaking
moment of losing a
child. Sadly, that
moment came for Carly
and Roo Hodgson on
12 October 2017, when
they were told their
unborn daughter
Poppy had died.
During this traumatic
experience, Carly and
Roo were supported by
the inspirational
maternity staff at
Queen Charlotte’s
& Chelsea Hospital.
Specialist bereavement
midwives helped them
through their ordeal
and demonstrated
extraordinary care and
compassion in the
weeks and months
that followed.
Working closely with
Carly and Roo, Imperial
Health Charity is raising
vital funds towards a
range of improvement
projects that will enable
maternity staff to
continue providing
first-class care for many
more families at Queen
Charlotte’s & Chelsea
and St Mary’s
hospitals.
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Dozens flock to join the party at
our first ever Poppyfest event!
Supporters of Poppy’s
Fund came together to
raise money in the sun
when we held our very first
Poppyfest event last
summer.
More than 80 people
joined us in West Sussex to
help fundraise towards the
cause.
Our guests enjoyed food,
drink and lots of lawn
games throughout the
day, helping us to bring in
a total of £2,869.90 to support maternity services at
Queen Charlotte’s & Chelsea and St Mary’s hospitals.
We’d like to say a special
thank you to Ben Hodgson
and Claudia Gaziano for
organising the event. We
hope this will be the first of
many fantastic Poppyfest
events.
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Quizzes bring in
£2,500 for fund
A huge thank you to
everyone who has
taken part in pub
quizzes to raise money
for Poppy’s Fund.
More than 75 guests
joined us at The Larrik
in central London in
November, and
dozens took part in
a quiz organised by
Judy and Pete Gibb in
Bournemouth.
Together, the two
quizzes have raised
more than £2,500!
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New milk warmers lend
helping hand to mothers

With your
support, we’ve
also funded ...
BIRTHING EQUIPMENT
AND STOOLS
Thanks to your support,
we’ve been able to pay for
some additional
resources to help make
sure expectant mothers
are as comfortable as they
can be as they prepare to
give birth. Your donations
have helped us to fund
the purchase of additional
birthing couches, mats,
beanbags and stools.
Thank you!

BEREAVEMENT ROOM
ARTWORK
It’s not uncommon for new
mothers to have difficulty
producing milk in the first
few days after the birth of
their baby. Now women at
Queen Charlotte’s &
Chelsea Hospital can get
extra help thanks to the
support of Poppy’s Fund.
Special milk warmers
have been introduced at
the hospital to make sure
milk is heated up to the
correct temperature.

When done incorrectly,
re-heating milk can be
unsafe for the baby.
“The milk warmers can
use very tiny syringes for
feeding,” said Caroline

Macrae, Midwifery Matron
at the hospital.
“So whatever the mother
is able to produce can be
warmed up very rapidly to
room temperature for the
babies.”
Poppy’s Fund awarded
£3,000 to purchase the
new milk warmers - just
one of the many ways in
which we’re making a
big impact on maternity
services.
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Alongside extra
equipment to help
maternity staff provide the
best possible care, Poppy’s
Fund is also brightening
the hospital environment
for families and visitors. We
were delighted to install
some colourful artworks
by Matthew Wheeler in
the bereavement rooms at
our hospitals recently.

STAFF TRAINING
To support maternity staff
at our hospitals, Poppy’s
Fund is helping to provide
additional training
opportunities for
nurses and midwives.
We’ve already funded
dedicated training
sessions for individual
staff members as well as
a speaker for a specialist
session on water births.

1. Donate online

Imperial Health Charity
178–180 Edgware Road
London
W2 2DS

2. Send a cheque

imperialcharity.org.uk/
poppysfund

Simple ways you can help
To make a donation, please visit imperialcharity.org.uk/poppysfund

Please make your cheque payable to Imperial Health Charity and send it to: Poppy’s Fund,
Imperial Health Charity, 178-180 Edgware Road, London, W2 2DS

3. Raise money

You can support our work by taking part in a fundraising event or organising one of your own.
To find out more, please visit: imperialcharity.org.uk/fundraising-events

@poppysfund
T: 020 3640 7766
E: fundraising@
imperialcharity.org.uk

4. Get in touch

To speak in confidence with Imperial Health Charity’s Director of Development, Hayley
Pannick, please call 020 3857 9852.
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Imperial Health Charity is a registered
charity, no. 1166084

