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SUPPORTING THE HAEMATOLOGY DEPARTMENT AT HAMMERSMITH HOSPITAL

What is The
Blood Fund?

T

he Blood Fund is raising money
for the haematology department
at Hammersmith Hospital. We’re
supporting the department’s worldrenowned research and outstanding
care for patients with blood
disorders, such as leukaemia,
haemophilia and sickle cell disease.
The appeal has four key aims:
•

increase the number of nurses
providing specialist care

•

expand the clinical trials unit to
offer patients new drugs and
the latest treatments

•

provide early funding for
research projects to develop
the next generation of
researchers

•

improve the environment for
patient care.

Shirley’s boys brave the shave to thank
hospital team for outstanding care

S

hirley Cunningham pocketed an
incredible £23,000 to support
The Blood Fund after her husband
and two sons took part in a charity
head shave event.
The brave trio proved they were a
cut above as they went under the
knife at Shirley’s ‘FundRazor’.
Generous friends, family and work
colleagues chipped in to support the
cause, bringing the grand total to
£23,024.70.
The family were inspired to show
their support for The Blood Fund
after Shirley’s youngest son, Ryan,
was diagnosed with Hodgkins
Lymphoma in November 2016.

The news shocked the whole
family - but ever since they have been
delighted with the amazing level of
care provided by the team at
Hammersmith Hospital throughout
Ryan’s treatment.
“The news was devastating for us
all, especially Ryan,” said Shirley, who
lives in Ealing.
“But the care and support from his
team of doctors and nurses has been
outstanding.
“Ryan is still undergoing treatment
and we hope this ‘FundRazor’ will
raise a significant amount for this
wonderful department.”

Wife and children of beloved dad Mal
pledge support for The Blood Fund
We are constantly striving to
improve the care we provide for our
patients by using new technologies
for diagnosis, developing innovative
treatments through clinical trials and
investing in research.
With your support we can continue
to offer the best possible care to
every patient who visits the department.
For more information about The
Blood Fund and how you can make
a donation, turn to the back page of
this newsletter.
Alternatively, you can:
•
Call 020 3640 7766
•
Email fundraising@
imperialcharity.org.uk
•
Visit www.imperialcharity.org.
uk/the-blood-fund
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T

he family of a patient who lost
his battle with acute myeloid
leukaemia last year have teamed up
with Imperial Health Charity to
support The Blood Fund.
Malcolm Hart underwent
chemotherapy at Hammersmith
Hospital and later had a bone
marrow transplant as he fought to
beat the condition.
Sadly, Malcolm developed
complications after the transplant
and died in September 2017.
Now his widow Ros and their two
children Ben and Lia have vowed to
support patients in a similarly
desperate situation.
The family have set up their own
charity, the Malcolm Hart Foundation,
and are working in partnership with
Imperial Health Charity to raise
money for The Blood Fund.
Ros said: “We want to make a
difference for people who are
experiencing the same scary and

uncertain journey that we travelled,
ensuring that others have excellent
support and comfortable surroundings for their care.”
The Hart family’s first target is to
fund a new phlebotomy suite, providing the best possible conditions for
staff to take blood samples.
Inspired by the Hart family’s story?
To find out how you can support
The Blood Fund, turn to the back
page of this newsletter.

Landmark trial at Hammersmith breaks
new ground for haemophilia treatment

H

aemophilia is among the most
well-known hereditary bleeding
disorders, affecting about one in
every 10,000 children.
In the severest cases, haemophiliacs
can experience spontaneous bleeds
- usually in the joints and muscles which are often extremely painful
and debilitating. .
The typical treatment for patients is
a regular intravenous injection
administered at home every couple
of days. While this reduces the need
for patients to come into hospital, the
injections are difficult to perform and
can be unpleasant.
Now all this could be about to
change thanks to ground-breaking
new research carried out at
Hammersmith Hospital.
A breakthrough gene therapy trial
has revealed positive results that
could pave the way for patients to be
treated with a single dose rather than
requiring regular injections.
Consultant haematologist Professor
Michael Laffan, who headed up the
trial, believes it could have dramatic
and far-reaching benefits for patients.
“It would be difficult to exaggerate
the impact this is going to have for
patients,” he said.

“There are lots of
treatments coming
through but this could
leapfrog them all”
“There are lots of other new
treatments coming through for

haemophilia but this could leapfrog
them all.”
During the trial at Hammersmith’s
clinical research facility, a small
number of patients with haemophilia
A were given a single dose containing
millions of viral particles.
The particles were directed to the
liver to stimulate the production of a
protein called Factor 8, which helps
to form clots and is missing in the
blood of haemophiliacs.
Within weeks, studies showed that
the level of Factor 8 in most of the
patients’ blood had risen to a normal
amount.
The trial could lead to a new form of
treatment being available to the NHS
within three or four years.

A much bigger worldwide study is
now under way to develop the
research, with the team at
Hammersmith continuing to play a
key part.
Professor Laffan added: “The annual
cost of treating someone with
haemophilia is between £50,000
and £100,000, every year, so this
could save the NHS a lot of money.
“As for patients, they can be
completely liberated. It might be a
bit rash to say these people are cured
but for practical purposes they are no
longer haemophiliacs.”
Feeling inspired? Turn the page to
find out how you can support The
Blood Fund.

How did the trial work?
A small number of patients took
part in the trial. They were each
given a single infusion of an
enormous number of viral
particles. The dose in the trial was
around 100,000 million particles
per patient.

Susanne Fagerbrink, Lead Nurse
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These particles are not viruses but
they have a coating of the virus and
can be directed towards the liver to
stimulate the development of the
Factor 8 protein.

Over time the liver then secreted
the protein into the blood where
it helps to form blood clots, which
prevent minor wounds turning
into serious bleeds.
After about six weeks, the Factor 8
level in the blood of most patients
had risen to a normal level, which
for many was maintained over the
course of a whole year.

Thank You!

W

e are extremely grateful to
everyone who has supported
The Blood Fund, either by raising
money or making a donation.
Every penny you contribute will
make a real difference to the lives of
patients with blood disease.
In each newsletter, we’d like to say a
special thank you to some of our
supporters - and we hope their
fundraising activities will give you
plenty of bright ideas.

The Caldecourt family

Sam Gould and Helen Bates

Dates for
your diary
SUNDAY 15 APRIL
Brighton Marathon

Well done to Sam and Helen who
climbed Kilimanjaro in February to
support The Blood Fund. They have
raised a total of £1,940.50.

Jane Myburgh

Now the second largest marathon in
the UK, this 26.2-mile run taking in
the sights and sounds of Brighton
and Hove is the perfect opportunity
to stretch your legs and raise money
for The Blood Fund. The course start
line is at Preston Park and the route
passes through central Brighton
before heading east towards
Rottingdean. We know running a
marathon is a big challenge, so we’ll
help you every step of the way with
training tips and charity kit to push
you onto the finish line.

SATURDAY 5 MAY - SUNDAY 6
MAY
London to Paris Sportive
A huge thank you to the Caldecourts
who have so far raised £1,535 in
memory of mum Linda (pictured),
who sadly died in November 2017
after a battle with leukaemia.

Good luck to Jane Myburgh who is all
set to take on the Snowdon By Night
challenge for The Blood Fund in May.
Enjoy the trek, Jane!

Take on an abseil challenge
to boost The Blood Fund!

S

ign up now for our exciting
abseil event and you can raise
money for The Blood Fund!
Conquer your fear of heights or just
enjoy the thrill as you climb down to
the ground from 10 storeys high.
This year’s event is taking place at
the Paddington Central building in
Kingdom Street, near St Mary’s
Hospital, in May.
To find out more about the event
and sign up to take part, call our
fundraising team on 020 3640 7766,
email fundraising@imperialcharity.
org.uk or visit www.imperialcharity.
org.uk/fundraising-events

How can I help?
1. Donate online
Visit www.imperialcharity.org.uk/donate and select The Blood Fund
2. Donate by text
To give £5 or £10, text HAEM60 followed by £5 or £10 to 70070
3. Organise a fundraising event
Let us know if you would like to hold a coffee morning, cake sale or garden
party and we’ll help you make it a success
4. Take part in a challenge event
Visit www.imperialcharity.org.uk/fundraising-events to find out about the
exciting bike rides, skydives and treks you can do to support the cause

THE BLOOD FUND NEWSLETTER • MARCH 2018

Up for a real challenge? Sign up for
this unique bicycle ride and put your
pedal power to the test. Cycle
300km in 24 hours, starting at
Greenwich Observatory and winding
round country lanes to Newhaven
before hopping on the ferry to
France for the final stretch through
the night to Paris. You can take on
this spectacular cycle ride and raise
vital cash to support our work.

SUNDAY 20 MAY
Skydive Day
If you’ve ever wanted to experience
the thrill of jumping out of a plane,
here is your chance. Lean out of an
open doorway at 10,000 feet and
fall forward into the clouds at over
120mph. You’ll be harnessed to a
professional parachute instructor
who will guide you safely down.
For more information, visit
www.imperialcharity.org.uk/
fundraising-events
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